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e
THE ATHRATEGIC POSITION OF THL

ARMY OF THE FOTOMA{, CON.

TRANTED WITH THE FORMENR ONE

NORTH OF RICHMOND.

It might have been easily foretold that the
removal of the Army of the Potomac 1o the
south of Richmond would arouse sppreben-
slons as to the safbty of Washington, The lo-

of the enomy botween our army
: Washlngion ls to many the only element
of tho steatogic position worthy of comidora-
tion. The lats movement of the Robels has
wconfirmed this tmpression; for it ls belleved
‘that if our army had continued to invest Rich-
mond on the north side, the enomy would have
b en unalile to march on Washington.

It s not surprising that these views are
entertained by men who have but o vague
iden of the topography of the feld of opera-
tions, no milltary knowledge whatever, and
Ustle opportunlty of acquiring elther; buot
correspondents welte In terms
be rogarded by those inolined to
viewns, as strongly corroborative of the
worrectnoss of opinlons which are really
ermoncoun. A Washingion correspondent of
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‘& New York paper sald In one of his late
sdespatches :—* I have no doubt whatever that

“ Aty thousand vetoran troops came here to

¥ avall themselves of the blunder of un-

o the oapital of the nation,” &o, In
lm Washington to one of our
own papers, this expression oceurs:—"They
“ have given a practleal domonstration of one
“ of the standing dangers of putting our army
“ out of poultion to cover Wantilngton (as It Is
“ bafore Petersburg), namely—that the enemy
“ can, by s vigorous filat towards the capital,
“throw the whole eountry into alarm
This is » dnn;g‘_m:u
- i 1

tlomonts which anter

Is the relution of time
Toh.lu;lvnn place at a given
& point upon which wilitary success

,. s much as upon fighting. Distance in

thesame obstacle to opposing nrmles,

- In fet, it is almost Impossible to lmagine a cuse

where there Ia equallzation. Independontly
of the supertor moblility of some armics, there
is always some preponderance in means
of transportation; and of two armles, oun
may possess both of theso advantages, The
hwnf the Potomac, at this momsent, vir-
tually interposes between Washington and
Richmond; for the enamy Is not so near to
Washingten In respect to time.

Ia the position north of Richmond, the
shortest line of commuuicstion with the hase
‘of mapplies—the White House—hud to be

 maintained. The line of communieation,
~ south of the James river, with our base of

supplies ot City Point, is so short thay
ft i ‘scarcely entltled to the psme.
Supposing our army to be oo the
porth side, and s Rebel force to march
for Washlogton, & column would elther be
detached to endenvor to outmarch and con-
front them, or else rellefl would boe sent to
Washington by the York river. The probabil-
ity la that the latter plan would be adopted ; for
%5 oen would have time to arrive in Wash
ington, and present & front of freah troops to
the jaded forees of the enomy.

On the south slde Grawr can give the
enamy n atart, and send troops by the Jamos
and Potomae, 85 In the first case he would
Liave sent them by the York river and Poto-
mac. Eighteen hours’ steaming completes
the voyage, snd allowlng a few hours for em-
barkstion, debarkation, marching, and taking
position, in leas than thirty hours there is an
army interposing between Washington and
Richmond. On the south side there is direct
telegraphic communication betwesn Washing-
ton and the headguarters of the army. No-
th'ng more could be obtalned on the north
side, and itis guestionable whether it wonld
be s secure. Bermuda Hundred s wa -
peagnable position, slightly to the resr ol
Petersburg, and on the flank of the line of
comumunicaion betwern Richmond and Puters-
burg; and the maln semy is deawa up bofore
Poerburg, with ils right wing near the
Jimes, whenee no attack can come. Oa the
north alde, the army wis in n position wi e
its centre and both wings were Hubls w attiels

It s boen anld, that had our wrmy
o the north side of Richmond, the eaeny
oonld oot have made his late deamonsieation.
But this is not correct; for if our army had
been there, it could have possessed no mone
knowledge of & movemoent which proceeded
d vwn the Shenandoah Valley feon Lyoche
burg, alnety miles west of Richonld, than it
posssasedd ln M present position  sonth of
Potepsbueg, The Shensodoili Valley most
b telt out of the question, for the dba . ol
that requires 8 separate column, vy wle
= were the Army of the Potowy b,

A direct movem- ot on Wasiington couald
ant heso resdlly peresived by the anny in its
presant position as in a position on Wy porih
slue of Richmond ; but how s the enomy 1
make a movement over a country wacre his
faclities for transporiation and supplies were
Impalred In consequence of the movements of
two powerful armies contending the whole
way fromthe upper Ruppshannock to Rlch-
mond, and when his resources have heen still

biren

mis

» dimet march on tiw national Capital, than
the lave o/ the enemy by the long

detour of the Shenandoah valley ?
nlmm our military suthorities be-

DERC o m'm-pt men (or one or throe

ﬁm It wunlnnlwnppmn thnt the
Bebols would return @0 Rlchmond after re
leving Lynchburg, and the march down the
valley wan probably the resnlt of an afler-
thought. Be that, however, as it may, it s
probable thet st Washington they wero not
wpprised of the facl as early an they should
have beon. This abseace of early informa-
tion b In no reapect owing 1o the present
position of the Army of the Potomne, and
would have exiited In exnotly the same o
gree I the srmy had been on the south siide
of Richmond. when the omaergoncy wonld
have been mot In procisely the same way as
that which made the Rebal Intentions
Washington prove abortive,
————
THE CALL YOH MORE MEN,

We said some weeks ago that the Prosident
would be compelled by the necossition of the
war to eall for several hundred thonsand more
men, and our prophecy is already falfilled,
The proclamation domands half & milllon of
fresh troops, to be ralsed by voluntesring
beftre the Afth of next Septombor, and IFf aot,
then to be drafied, There Is tine enough for
each State, each county, vach township, and
oach Ward and FPrecinet, to ralse i gquota
by volunteer onlistioents beforo the porlod
nomed, provided the right mothod, means,
and enurgles are employod fo the work, And
it is surely most dosirabile that the men who
ure to go ioto the feld under this last call
should go as volonteers rather than as con-
scripta.  Any person who |8 foreed into mill
tary service ngainst not only his will but his
tastes and consclenee, never makes a yaluablo
recruit hlmself, while he & apt to injure some
better soldier, whom Lis contact contaminatos
and demoralizon.

But, besldes the superlority of volunteom
over drafted mon o Oghdng qualities, and
tho ke, it s much more creditable to a com-
munlty to furnish the Government freely with
all its share of the soldiers succesalvely callod
for In the public defenss, than to hang back
In sullen or treasonnble IndiMirence and su-
ploeness untl the War Department i literally
compelled to take ity citizens by lottery, aud
nctoully drag or deive thom Into the moks of
the army. This good old Kevatons State hus, |
fortunately for her reputation n bistory, thus
far snswered almost every call of the Presl-
dent with voluntesrs, and there Is no mason In
the world why her proportion under this
latest requisition of Mr, Laxcorny should not
be entirely supplied by free reoraiting bofore
the Ath of September noxt, immediately atvor
which date the order for n deaft will be exo-
cuted.

It In to be regretted, howover, that- Ao aet
of Congress left it dise¥itloaary with the

on

yoars. The shortest term of servico should
bo for thres years or the war, and the Presl-
dent should have resolved, in view of hils
authority to do #o, to make no draft and to |
necept of no voluntvers for & less period than |
the one we luve pamed. The Government
and the country have already experienced the
sad Inconvenionca of a transitory and flue-
tunilog nrmy, which disappoars about tho
time tuat it becomes thoroughly disciplined,
well seasoned, and qualified for its work, and
requires to be elther supplemented or entire'y
replaced by an equal or greater number of |
raw recruits, The serious disadvantage of
thia system was palofully experienced by
Wasmixorox, during our Revolutionary |
War, and the severe manner ln which he de-
nouneed it In the following extract froma let-
ter addressed by him to Congress about that
time, ought to constrain the Administration
to avold sbort=lived armics, WasmiNGTox
suld :—
" To one who ins been witness to the evils
* brought uvon us by short enlistmeents, tho sys-
“ tomn pppears to have been poroicious beyond
¢ description, and o crowd of motives pro |}
“ thenselves 1o dictato w chiange. Tomay ganlly
“ 1y shown that all the misfurtunes we have met
*with in the militsry line are to he attributed
“ o this cawse. Hmd we formed a permanent
* pomy in the beginning, which, by the cont ni-
“ancef of the mane men o service, had boen
“ capable of discipline, we nover shoald have
* hnd to retreat with & handfall of men nceross
tyhe Delawnre, in 1778, tremblug for the fate of
“ Americs, which nothing but the infatuation -,f
ihe enemy could have saved; we b oold peot
* have remiloed all the succeeding woater
“ their mercy, with sometimes scarce'y a anihi-
“ clenthudy of men to mount theordinary gaaids,
“lialile at every moment to b dissipated, If
* they bl only I.hm:?hl proper o march again-t |
* up; we sbonid not have beon under the necors
" .ttv of figlting st Brandywine with sn wnogaal
number of ruw troops, aud afterwirds of eeing
FPhiladelphin fall o proy o & victorioss wriny ;
 wi should oot have been st Valley Forgoe with
lena than half of the force of the enemy, dosti= |
*tute of everything, in s sbutton acsither to
Cpesist nor Lo retiee ;. we should not hivve seen
New York left with s bandful of men, yet an
overtudtel for the maln wrmy of those Sates, |
“ while the principal pat of theic foroe was do-
 tached for the rvductlon of two of them. We
* should not have fotnd ourselyos this spriog 4o
 wouk ns 1o be insulted by five thonsand man, |
“ unable to protect unr bagesge and magasi es,
« their reeuriy depending on 8 good countemane:
“uni a want of enterpri:e o e enemy. We
* should not have been, the greatest pact of the
" war, inferior to the evemy, indeited o our |
*opatety to their (nnctivity, onduriug froquently |
" the mortitiontion ol seding laviing opporunl-
** fitw to ruln them pass nnimproved, for want of
* a force which tho conntry sies compictoly abio
f o alluad ; to s the counirs ravage ll Oir towas
*turmed, the (nhaldtauts  plundersd, abused,
“ purdered with mpunity fiogs Hhe dame can e \

YT here I every réason o belleve. that the war

“ by begn protracied om (hin acoouat, Qar up

Hoponition Dachug besy, tinile the suctcsaa ol (0=
“ enreny greator, The fnetoatlon of thy aviny
*kept allve tholir hojes ; and at every pirio ] ol ‘

l

o disrolntion of a consdoralie part of It they
“have fadtored  thomselves with some i
*gdvantugty,  Hmd we Kopt o pernvinent
* o fout, the suomy eonld bave had nothing o
“ hope fir, and would in oIl protiatility b In
poped o rerms fong winey,  UF the army 19 Lol
in Be presd it plaation, [t mist eontioug wo
Hoenrotragemont to the s of the ey I
it de put b respeciabde ope, i oes: have &
* gontrary ciliet: and oehing | boelieve will tami
Womware 0 pIve  tis pesice the  cnsuing winter,
= Aany chuomstanoes will contrinnte o 4 pe !
oot bt An army on foor, vt only for ano
"ibvr extnpaiin, bar D sceveral csapalgns,
“ would delermuine tue eDvay o pacilly ess
Landl vmnb € ws b bslet upon favoralie
“ teanye b3 foralble languide An army boege
* miticent In nwmhers, disstisted, crmmbling w
*pleren, world he the strongest tempeation they
¢ pwaild biswe to Giy the o \!ll* wata bhtle Linger.
T s an old maxim that the sucest way o make
" 8 goot pence s 1o Le well propared lor war.

These refloctions of WasminGTon are as
applicable now a8 when thoy were fipst ox-
pressed, The present war I8 pot Nkely to ba
a short one, and all proparations and pro-
vislons for it that are based on the |(dea that
it will end ihis year or pext, must fall short
of the probable exigencies of the Govurnment,

Ailve
armr

HEALTH OF THE ANUMY,

We observe In many of our most Influcutisl
contemporaries an inclination to fear detrl-
mental results in our army from what ls called
the “ malaria of the James river,” I our
Copperhead co-luborors were to play upon
this chord only, we should take no trouble to
show them thelr ervor, but we fuelit lneumbent
upen as in our duty as public journalists, to
polnt out not only s popular error In regurd
1o the present position of our army, but also
the causes of it. When our troops were
operating among the bottom lands of the
peninsuls of Virginia, where mire and tussock
formed the prominent features of the soil, the
malarious influence was powerfully prosent

our men, They dled by scores from
typbold, billons, latermittent, and
nervous feyers, The (nhabitaats of thl

| steamor Prewarise b

rnqkm die lll'no" lltnpthln' nl' what i l:llir"l
sgue and fover, which artacks whole familles
In the spring and fll seasons.

Our army s free from this malatia now, and
in far above the region of swamps or marshy
ground, It pcenples & dipirict resanckalile for
salubrity. Colonel Wittiaw Bran, ons of
the early crown proprietors of the lund, has
placed it upon record, that had the first set-
ters of Virginla placed Jamestown where
Oty Polnt Is, "It would dnve besn a town
[3700) of nate and conmlderable population”
The clty of Pelorsburg s healthy,
lind very little Norfolk was
bolng devastated with the yollow fever some
Vinrs In view of this thet the Teabul
Government, early in the war, selaed all
pligitle budidings about the plaoe e houpltad
Next to the Valley of
whers Lynelibiure anid Staunton are, the land

vory atid

wloknees whien

e,

PUT St Virginin,

botween the Appomntiox and Dlackwatar
rivers, sbove Sandy Polot, is the very healthi
sl in the State, In the county o Prince

s, where the bulk of
encamped, we find nothing but high rolling

LR T (T Aarmy is now

ground, mostly under caltivation, aml, con
wyuently, guite open.
Malarious fovers, or opidomlc fevers, are

sedilom mot with thero; the provalling com-
plaints being those arising from a disordored
Hu-f-—[urqulI-]) the most controllable of all
isonses o A cliss,  Thers b but one meadow

I the seighbarhood of our army, and thisone |

les Jont enst of Blandford, and south of the
Clty Point Railroad, This is generally quite
dry 1 the summer senson, as are many of the
rivalets which spring from surrounding hills
in the vicinity,

‘I'he present soason baw boen one of unusyal
drouth, und all of these streams aro now gone
untll winter ralns canse their fountain-hoads
to bupst forth agaln. Even the Bisckwaler
river Is dry, we are informed by & Petersburg
paper, as If thls was a rare ovent, Yet %0
smnll & strenm 1s the Blackwaler oreok, ran-
ning just south of the present position of
Generdl Baznow's Divivion (our left wing),
that It I a very comtnon thing among the
natives to drive their horses down and find
“no water thar,” This “dry spell” will not
jneroase sickness or acute suffering I the

| army bwyond causing a temparary waut of

wator to bathe in, I the troops mro careful
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they will always fnd enough to drink in the |

admirable, cool, nnd clear water springs of the
reglon, which are to be lound on every hill-
slido.

In nny evont, our troops will always |

find the Hnpld Appomattox well filled, ind |

the Jumes river is as inexhaustible
own nobla Deluware.
Gogera! GRARNT has contractoil fifs Yoes ro,

as in our

| cently, not because he fears the Rebels, the

malaria, or the absolate want of water, but for
A reason best known to himselt, and one which
will be consldored good by the Rebels a month
honee, We have written all of this to quict
the fars of the crodulois in such mat o, and
we wish to place it on record now that it was
another genernl who  held the Army of
the Potomac in the swamps,  General Graxr
pever went where they were, and we think he
never will. He has always been o stickler
about the axiom that the losses inaction sre
small compared to those which arise from the
diseases of the camp In bad climates or sickly
regions, The Army of the Potomne bas never
been in better condition than Tt 14 now, either
in health, morale, diseipline, tood, confidence,
numbers, position, or determination, General
Graxt proudly presents mortality lista aitor
actions, but lis losses frotn camp sleknoss are
very small indoed. “He fights his mea hard,”
says General Ixoants, “hut he takes good
“ pare of them,”

Send our men sanitary  stores, reinlorce-
monts, roports of hurmooy among the Noerth-
ern piople, nnd strings of onlons, and our
word for It, they will never compliin of thele
present position as an uphealthy one, It s
not, howoever, profitable to stay Just heve mach
longer, and we are in receipt o ndvices which

plainly show that our soldlers will soon

) occupy even u more exaltod and (to Yankees)

healthicr region in o very fow days—perhaps

hours—after thils is hefore our felends. Lot
us be of good cheer, for good news is cor-
tuinly in store for us.
- | ———
The Hostile Earopeas  Fleeis  The
Danish Hiovknde, |

The Haunburg papers give the following us the
rospective strongth of the Danish wnd At
Prusslan fects in the North Ses :—

The Anstrian forog consists of the serew ship-
of-ihe-line Kaoer, 91 guns; the screw frigate
Sehsowrzendery, O3 gunes; l.h' Ivon-clad {1
Dom Juon d' Awrtrin, 10 gune; the seraw v
Friedrich, 22; the paddie-wheol stenmer

beth, 0 and the scruw guuboats el a5
Buweel, cch carrying 4 guus, The Raded by, sirew
frigate, 15 gum was ut Tlorkum ob the Mih
ultimo.  The Prossiass have the paddipo swhoel
h'-’ir 4 gums, aod oy 1 ]
yedirying thice guns

gunboats A0 and Yo
ench.

The Duuish foree is believed v consise of e
worew feigete Needs Jued, 12 gans; the worew
frigute Jydland, H1; the poriw goreotte Heiads
16 ; thiet serew ship-of-the line Skold, 615 and the
hou-¢lhd ' coxverls  Frowpedeow, 15, The frigate
Nppelland, 4, or the Tordeandgold, 35, will alswo

protmbly be seul to the Norih Sea, with othes
the
Danaig,
Wolga sk, 6 cani
il all the ports

v ol crati.

The Danidh Gavenoeut gives gansioe that
following por.s are blo kaded ;=10
Colbery, Cammin, Swinemande,
walde, Strabund, ol Baith;
n||1 Iinleta.on (e sist const wl the Daelhios

Mibleswig ond Holoein, with the exegdon ol
the ilee Als nud Aoron, wnd other plocecactially
undes the anthority of the king.

—

n Nigger.

of Utios {(Waitead e
setitdy Tell oseetia ol Toom &
unli was diowped. 1w

L Y 1 Tug, Fome vy
tives went drl\‘ll and llru ied the river foe 10 0
valn, being afforded overy Nacillty by onr nav il

hnly

Liguteunnt Huut,
rpnlar arillery ), re
tage in e Jases ol

-

body ot bikog pecoy

ofMeers, Finslly, they inquived cloag e riser
bank, sod Joand two gogroes who told shom sl
anctlicr nogro wiin bad burbsd the bouy of &

Federnd otticer whiclhi he found on she riv
Proceeding 1o thatl uegm's hiut, th=y i

who showed them the vio lml,;, MpiES, &C ., OF 1he
burlod oflicer, which they readily roagni rl .
Livatenaut Tuot's.  She alio |urul 1oed pnd
shemi 857 in cosh with bhis wallet, whish I|
Lusband had taken Defore Loy II the body,
decenily shrowdid in coarsg eluth, In the bes

cofMn be was ahls to mike.

1o a little while the basbaond returmaad, and,
before miding them 10 exbumo the remuing, pra
dueed 2300 muore, with certuln mportail papers,
which he had nlio taken from the body, ba
which b hind carefully voncenlod evon from lis
wife, beowune (he agid) the guerillns often came
there, wnd they might frighten her Into giviag up
to them Jocioments and :nunr-{ whiel they ought
not o have, All these were Urought away with
tha bady. Of courds, the negro only pmr-d
stirews), thouglitful, and atrietly Mongst; hut
there have been lleﬂtihl{‘l of white men |l g
cons/dirably worde =N, ¥, Tribune,

~In Englond there are gore than one thou-
sand vight hundmlﬁﬂnh of church bulls, none
of thom with joss un chilme of four, The
linest have twelve bolls, and the commonest
about thires or four.

=All the spirkis manufactured fo the Unitod
Kioglom are denominated commerzially British
plain spirite. The same ardele, when roctitied
and made into gin, is called HBritish compound,
the symbol upmlc;; which s the well known
bt wysterfous “X." London gin Is thes mads . —
TO0 ga'lime of th se toid rectidaation.
T pounds of German junipar beceies.
m * ol eurlawn s,
dbg of slmond vake,
l 6f magesien rowd.
o wl Wi powder,
Ldijuturs om pre eompasod of spirita of
wine, randy, -un.r. and the extracts of sub-
stancis wore or less aromatio; the resals bein
obtalned by distillation or infos'on, Iafus
u;!nuu are called ratafing,  Klixirs are cortaln
¢ or thernpeatic liguors taken oaly by
spooulule, P
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